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preference which we give tothe humane and beautifulin 


THE EVANGELIST. 


PERFECTION. . 


It would not be an easy matter to understand with certainty 
the Christian Scriptures on perfection, without previously 
knowing something of the general nature of man for the im- 

rovement and elevation of which this doctrine is designed. 
fe will serve our present purpose then to say that man is a 


creature first of knowledge, secondly of duty, thirdly of 


happiness, and fourthly of conscience. __ | 
Of Knowledge:—Our capacity for rational knowledge is a 


. grand endowment, and in bestowing it upon man the great. 
sand good God has signified to us all that we should freely 


uss every thing and any thing relating to life, nature, 


-eteligion and society. 


Of Duty:—From our capacity for duty arise all the civilities 
of enlightened and refined society. The freedom of choice, 


social life, maxims and rules of personal and family disci- 
pline, obedience to magistrates, &c. Take away this sense of 


_ duty, and man would be dishonored because he would be 


deyraded. 


a capacity for rational happiness. But he can reach this only 


_ by the laws of reason, that is, if he would be rationally ha 


y 
he must be rationelly dutiful, that is he must give oath 


“attention to the performance of enlightened duty; forif duty 
precedes happiness, knowledge must precede both. In a 


word it is by enlightening the understanding with what is to 
be known, and disciplining the heart in what. ought to. be 


done, that the spirit of man either in social or religious life _ 
can taste of that bliss which it is the ambition of his nature con- 


stantly toenjoy. 


- Of Conscience:—Conscience, whatever it may be, for men | 
_more readily agree upon its offices than its essential nature,  ~_ 


conscience, I say, seems to be that element in the constitu- 
tion of manto which nature has oe the office of presiding 
over his other active powers. 


Vol. VIII. Cincinnati, Ohio, March 1, 1840. No. 3. 


Of Happiness:—Man created in the image of God, possesses | 
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soul, his watcher stationed in the inner temple of man to 
direct and govern the priesthood of his other powers while 
they perform the services of the house, and to see that all 
things ‘are done according to law, that is, to see that man- 
makes no illicit use of his knowledge, that he offers no con- 
tempt to duty and obligation, and that he aspires not after any 
_ forbidden happiness. If, however, he will violate law, give 
“wrong direction to his knowledge, despise his duty and pur- 
~ sue forbidden pleasures, he may expect to be upbraided with 
his unlawful deeds, and to hear the still small voice of con- 
_@cience, asin accusing tones and groans that cannot be 
uttered, she puts upon file the guilt which he has rashly pre- . 
When we search for the use of the term perfection as 
_ employed by the sacred writers, we shall find that it is applied 
_ to these four matters, conscience, knowledge, duty, and happi- 
ness; and jit is the design of our holy religion to perfect us in 
~ all these points, and by so doing to present us faultless before 
the presence of the divine glory. But God is the God of. 
order, and therefore perfecticn obtains in one of these points 


first and in the others afterwards and successively. an’s a 


~~ gonscience is burdened with guilt, and on that account he 
must, before he cam address himself with hope of success to 
the formation of his character, be delivered from this burden 
of guilt; he must be forgiven his past sins. His conscience 
must be perfected or cleansed from all sense of the dead 
~ works of which he has been guilty. Now, this is to be done .' 
_ by faith in the blood of Christ. There must be made to his 
~~. “ease an application of this purifying offering, otherwise the 


man will be wholly unfit to serve his Maker; for if a man 


would offer spiritual sacrifice to God, he must first seek re- 


“— as demption from sin in the blood of the Lamb. But now, if the 


'.  gonscience is once thus cleansed, and the apostle says that 
; _ Christ by the one offering of himself has forever perfected 
sanctified, that is, he has perfected them as pertains to the 
-. gonscience, then the man may address himself to perfec- 

tion, that is, to self-education in Jesus Christ, with every rea- — 
sonable hope of sué¢cess. He may after this hope to make © 

... himself what he ought to be before God, that is, innocentand — 

useful, pure and holy, lovely and glorious. 
But conscience, knowledge, duty and happiness may be 
 @istributed as- follows and treated accordingly. The perfec- 

~ (Aion of our conscience and happiness depends upon God. 


he perfection of ourselves in knowledge and duty, depends 


_. More immediately upon ourselves. But although God by the 

~~ ganctifications of the Christian religion, does perfect the con- 

wl d cleanse it in the blood of Christ so that it is pure 
vet he does not in this world perfect our happi- 
happiness of-religion even that which arises — 
knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ our Lord ia < 
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not perfect. In this state we are the partakers of imperfecta 


vita imperfect life, burdened with innumerable toils and 


cares, and our bliss endures but fora moment. Itis only in 


a future state therefore, where perfecta vila or perfect life is ' 
enjoyed, that our bliss shall be complete. **In thy presence,” 
said the Psalmist, ‘there is fulness of joy, and at thy right — 


hand there are-pleasures for ever more.” 
It is left for us then to school ourselves in knowledge and 
duty. To this purpose the apostle bids us **grow in grace and 


in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus. Christ.” | 


We cannot cleanse our own conscience, and blessed be God, it 
is not necessary, but seeing that he has cleansed it we may at 


least maintain it: clean and void of offence toward God and — 


toward man. ‘We cannot perfect our own happiness, but we 
ean at least enjoy a peace—the peace of God which passes all 
understanding, and which keeps the heart and mind through 


Christ Jesus; and thus with peace in our soul and héaven in | 
our eye, we may make well-defined advances in self-educa- 


tion in Jesus Christ, and so perfect ourselves in knowledge 
‘The doctrine of perfection then so far as it relates to our 


e duty is most important, and it constitutes an essential branch © 
of the Christianreligion. Indeed it is that very portion of our 


religion which it is left us oa our part chiefly to attend to. 
Christ has redeemed us, the holy apostles have converted us 


by their writings, and now it remains with us.to purify and 


exalt our own nature and to aspire with all our powers, after — 


the perfection of our character. Perfection is practical chris- 


It is the word and spirit of Christ disclosing them- 


Selves in the life and behaviour of the man. It is self-education, 


al _ on the divine model laid down in the gospel and life of Christ. 


DIVINE AUTHORITY FOR 
«OUR NAME.” 


And (Barnabas) hearing that Saul was al Tarsus, he de: 


parted seeking him, and having found him he brought him to 
Antioch, who when they were come, assembled withthe church 


_@whole year, and instructed a great number, and there they* 


first called the disciples at Antioch Christians. Copex Bezz 


When reformation commenced in Kentucky, the brethren 
were styled Marshallites, from Marshall, a chief man among 


them; but our worthy father Barton W. Stone, anxious no 


doubt, to rid both himself and others of the opprobrium of 


this nickname, put in a plea for ‘Christian ” as the name of: . 


the disciples. The zeal of the brethren, their unconquerable 
attachment to the Bible alone, their laudable and undissembled 
affection for the Christian name, gave victory to their well 
supported perseverance, and the world and the other pro= 
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 fallibly that it is of both divine origin and divine authority 


> mame Christian, is that the holy Apostles Paul and Barnab 


"Ree 


to the. most correct theology—they name 

a When fresh advances were made in the knowledge of our — | 
holy religion, they were again unfortunately acompanied with _ 


and improper appellations; the disciples have accordingly 
to imitate their predecessors in reformation, and to rid them- — 


matters, was beaten out amidst the flames and din of undaunt- _ 
Touching authority for the name Christian, perhapsit would 
authority consists. Forinstance, Does it consist in originality! 


_ that is, must a name be of divineorigin in order to be of divine © 
authority? If the affirmative of this «cre true then the names | 


then may have divine authority without having a divine » 


- are distinct matters, and therefore according to the above 
observations, the word ‘‘Christian’’ may be of divineguthori- 


gaveittothe disciples, 


feasors of our religion finally yielded ‘to their integrity and 
untiring zeal; what they probably nevér would have granted 


them the ‘*Chris- 


tians.”’ 


selves of these ni¢knames by refusing to mention them in the 


_ presence of him Whose name is above every name. If we ~ ~~» 


are equally careful and faithful, a similar success will doubt- 
less reward our pious exertions, and the profession of our 
religion will be finally one, and its name one in ail the earth. 
Those brethren who are timid enough to apprehelid schism | 
from this inquiry into our name, and who prefer am-ignorant — 
ahd perhaps guilty peace, shonld remember that much wine is 


not good—that vinesar comes from wine—that after the sac- 
€harine comes thesour—that evenasheaf of wheatdeservesa 


thrashing; and if this discussion has been breezy, if the. 

writers have blown more than a gentle gale; nay, if for a mo-.. 
ment they have been stormy, let the reader know. that the ». 
reformation was cradled in the very tempest of debate, and. 
that the order which is now enjoyed in the gospel and other ay 


ed discussion. 


-be deemed important that we first determine wherein divine — 


of our holy Redeemer, which are of human origin, would be 
without authority. Such are Jesus, Saviour, Christ, Mediator, 
Advocate, King, &c., all which words were found in ‘the | 
languages of the nations, anterior to the petiod when they . 
were first applied.to him. This holds,true%also.of the words: 
disciple, servant, brother, sister, supper, baptism, @vangelist, 
and so forth, all which are of divine use, and conSequently 
of divine authority but not of divine originality. A name 


origin. To illustrate: many an Israelite anterior to theap- .. § 
_ pearance of Jolin the Baptist had been named John; but its — 
application to him was of divine authority, **Thou shalt call 
his name John.’’ And so also of our blessed Redeemer, 
‘Thou shalt call his name Jesus!” Origin and authority then 


ty and not of divine origin; but. we shall, we trust, pfove ins 


4. My first argument then for the divine authority of tiie. 


4 


« 
> 
. 
bi 
% 
4 
“a 
i 
4 q 
% 
. 
% A 
* 
‘ 


word! Why did not they render the word as it occurs in the 


ploys to inform his readers that the disciples were named, or _ 


of the Holy Bible, for the revelation of this question? Shall 


‘say? Do they say that the disciples were named or nicknamed 


the disciples were nicknamed Christians first at Antioch.’’ | 


. reading namely, ‘And the disciples were first named Chris- 
_tians at Antioch.” To give a name, as I have already ob- 
served, implies authority, because none but parents and others 
_ having authority can legally exercise this right. Now it is 
God who is the parent—the father of the brethren, and there- 
.. fore seeing that they were named it must have been by the 
_ parent of the divine institution, God, and the 26th verse of 


‘sthe disciples were by divine authority, named Christians 
first at Antioch.” : | | 


portions of the sacred writings of the New Testament. It 
occurs, I think, in eight several passages, viz: 'Matt. ii. 12, 
- 22; Luke ii. 26; Acts x. 22; Heb. viii. 5, 11,17 and 12, 25, 
_ In six of these eight scriptures it is used to imply or rather to. 


--\®, My setondis that the language of the saered text is in 
harmony with the above fact, and is repugnant to every con-— 


‘Of the language of the text:—It 1s universally admitted ‘that 
the historian Luke intended by the language which he em- 


that some people named them. But nowsee—To give a name 
implies authority, that is none but parents, masters, guardians 


or God give names, for if a person without authority does give 


a name, then it is an illegal one and may consequently be 


- changed by the proper authority, or it is considered a nick- 


name. Now Christian was given to the disciples either as a 

name or nickname. If it was given asa name, it was given 43 
by authority, for nothing else could warrant the historian in- A 
ealling it a name, but if it was given without authority, then 

itis a nickname, for none giving. it without authority could 

make it arealname. Shall we then appeal to the language 


the word of the eternal be deemed sufficient authority in the 
case? Most assuredly it shall. Well, what do the scriptures 


Christians first at Antiocht Let ushear them... Well, ‘*And 


What a precious reading! But, my reader says, it is a false 
reading. ‘This is a fact; and therefore we subjoin the true 


the 11th chapter of the Acts, must in point of fact meah that 


Let us then see accordingly | how this ‘interpretation 
agrees with the use of the term chrematizo, as found in other 


describe a revelation, and is translated **warned of God,” 
‘tadmonished of God,’ ‘‘revealed.”” Why then did not the 
transiators observe “uniformity in their translations of this 


lith of the Acts, as they rendered it in the other places in’ 
which it occurst Why did not they say, “and the disciples” 
were named of God Christians st Antioch? The answer is 
this—they were Episcopalians, and as such treated this im- 
portant and ete; matter with indifference, or they managed 
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this passage as they managed other ones, that is with a refer- 


ence to their own party security. {t would have given 


reformers a greater advantage over them than they ever in- 
__.. tended them to enjoy, to have told the world that ‘‘the disci- 
phew were first named christians by divine authority at An- 


_In accordance with the above observations the lexicogra- 
pher of the New Testament says, that the word chrematizo — 
signifies in the New Testament, ‘‘to impart a divine warning 
or admonition, to give instructions or directions under. the 
guidance of inspiration, to receive a divine admonition, be 


warned of God, be-divinely instructed.”? If then it is lawful 


to say that Joseph and old Simeon, Cornelius, and Moses and 


Noah, and Israel were named of God because the word 


chrematizo is employed, then it must be equally lawful to say 


that the disciples were warned of God, when the same word 
_ chrematizo is used of this matter. So that the name Christian 
is not only of divine origin as we shall see presently, but it is 
of divine authority also, if any weight is due to the manner: ~ 


in which the translators have rendered the word in other 
portions of the Scriptures. 


George Campbell of Aberdeen, thinks the word chrematizo 


' does not necessarily imply from God more than the English 


word warning. Thisis a fact and therefore we do not argue 
from its necessary meaning, for indeed it has no ‘one neces- 
sary meaning, but we argue from the use made of it by the 


_ gaered penmen, namely: that they employ it for divine ad-— 


monition, warning and revelation in other passages of the 
New Testament; and that therefore it is more probable that 


| ~ they used it for divine revelation in this passage also, than 
~~that they did notso use it. The probability is six in favor — » 
_ of this view to one against it; and this is the true state of the. ~*~ 


case in regard to the word chrematizo as found in Scripture. 


_» 2. Butthis, though regarded as a very weighty argument by 


many, appears still stronger when connected with the fact that 


‘the 26th verse of the same chapter, namely: Ac«s 11th, in- 
- forms us most literally and unequivocally, that the holy Apostles 
Paul and Barnabas where the persons who named the disci- 


It would have been a sad matter had the Spirit of God left 


the disciples on the stream of time unnamed and consequent- 


ly unclaimed things. Inasmuch, therefore, as the question of 


our name has been introduced for discussion, it becomes in 


my humble judgment, and all my brethren concur with me, 


‘most important that every possible light be now shed upon 


this subject. If the Lord Jesus was pleased to designate the 


his" disciples ‘‘ Christians,” it must have been because it 
- ‘was most meet and fit so todo. But if he has done this, all 
 ghould know it. By his assistance themall shall know it; for if 
such as decline investigation, hope to drive us from every or 
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any effort, to ascertain the truth in the case and to advance 
the unity of the body of Christ, we only say meekly, ‘Never, . 
never were men more mistaken!”? We are perfectly masters 
of ourselves on the subject, and offer to such no resistance 


whatever from henceforth, for they cannot harm us, and we 


have more confidence in, the benevolence and wisdom of our 
brethren generally, than to believe that they put any higher 
estimate upon their attempts upon our good name than that 
_ The following is from the Codex Beze; it awards to Paul 
and Barnabas the honor of having originally named the disei- 
-**And hearing that Saul was at Tarsus he departed, seeking 
for him, and having found him he brought him to Antioch, 
who when they were come, assembled with the church a 
whole year, and instructed a great number, and there they 
first called the disciples Christians at Antioch.”? Acts xi. 25, 26. 
When we had decided for ourselves upon what appeared a 
atrictly literal translation of the above scripture, we thought it 
important to honor the judgment of more eminent men in the 
case, but being from home,at the moment we could only ob- 
tain Clarke and some others of minor note. ‘The above is taken 
from that author, and it gives certainly the true translation of 
the most important part of the passage. Butone improvement 
might be made to it as a literaltranslation. 1t does not indeed 
-eonceal from our sight so much of the truth as does our own 
English translation, but still there are ideas suggested by the 
_ Greek text which are not suggested by that of the Codez 
Bese. For instance the adverb first, which in. both these 
versions is united with the verb named, belongs in the Greek. 
text tothe word Antioch. 
There is a very considerable difference between the follow- 
ing ox pressions, 
1. The disciples were first named Christians. 
2. The disciples were named jfirst Cliristians. 
3. The disciples were named frst at Antioch. | 
. Tosay, the disciples were first named Christians, would be 
to imply that this name was afterwards given to some other 
persons.. And to say the distiples were named first Chris- 
tians, is to suggest that afterwards they were named something 
else. But to say the disciples were named Christians first at 
Antioch, implies that afterwards they, were named -‘*Chris- 
tians” in all other places. Now the original is proton 
_ Antioheia, first at Antioch, implying therefore that .he disci- 
ples were afterwards named Christians in all other places, . 
But we have not yet got to the root of the matter. Wemust — 
dig deeper still. Our English Testament conceals from the 
reader a still more important mystery, for rendering a verb 


which is really in the active voice as if it were in the passive, 


it totally eclipses by far the most important thought on this 
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‘wabject that could possibly be desired. tu short, it conceals — 
the important fact that it was Paul.and Barnabas who named 
the:disciples Christians. Taking Beza for a foundation then a 
-wtrietly literal translation would in my judgmentread as follows: 
" “And Barnabas went to Tarsus to seek Saul, and having © 
found him, he brought him to Antioch; and it came to pass 
ithat thev jointly for a whole year assetabled with the congre- 
gation, and instructed avast crowd and named first at Antioch 
the disciples Christians.’”? Acts xi, 25, 

So'much for the present. Let the reader be grave and con- 
templative, and we will show him still greater things than 
these. Be no enthusiast; for meditation and calm thinking, 
‘purity of intention and the nooler virtues of courage and self- 
‘government alone fit a man for the sett'ement of great ques- 
tions. Timidity, alarm, resentment, and the baser passions of | 
‘pride and anger, wholly unfit.a man for marebing in the front 
of.a great peopie. There is deliverance with God for the 


righteous. 
‘Te God and to the Redeemer be everlaning honot and 


QUERIES 
For the consideration, of the Evangelists of the Gospel. 
OF THE- MANNER OF NAMING THE DISCIPLES. 


Supposing it to be satisfactorily demonstrated that Paul 
and Barnabas named the disciples Christians. | 
1. Ought they to be named on being lifted from the water? 

2. Or when come forth from the water! 
S. Or at a special meeting of the chureh held for the pur- 
4, Or at the first church meeting? 
Or when added tothe church? For this thing, if 
be attended to. And thus: all rival names, 
r 
4. If converts nade after this time are named, What ought 
to be done for such as already been. converted 
namedt 
2. Ought all who have bie immersed and have worn party 
names to receive the name Christian on their entering our | 
assemblies? It is certain that previously they have worn only 
mames imposed on them by men, and not that name given by 
him ‘‘from whom” we are told, “the whole family in heaven 
and on tlic earth have derived their name.” 
__ $.. About the manner of attending to positive institutes very 
little is said in scripture; take for instance the supper, it is not 
‘told us whether we shall eat it every first day of the week, at 
what time, or at what place, or under what circumstances, 
whether much or little, leveaned or unleavened bread, or at 
hotne or in. he country. But we establish a reasonable el 
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tice upon the fact that it is to be eaten; and meet eedée cir- 
cumstances as favorable as possible, in order to attain all its 
ends. Does this ordinance of naming in these respects re- 
semble all the other ordinances? | : 
4. Is it likely that Paul and Barnabas named the whole as- 
sembly at Antioch at once? and, said ‘*By the authority of the 
Lord Jesus, We name you Christians??? And having done 
this, did they next name.the converts as they made them? 
For it seems from the verse that it was the vast crowd of con- 
verts whom they made that-caused a the divine oracle to’ be- 
necessary on the subject. Weare allowed to think reasona- 
bly of these matters. 
6. On all those matters we have our own reflections. But 
no truth is delivered in scripture as a theory, but in order that 
it may be reduced to practice. Suchas are already convinced 
of the divinity of the name will now likely attend to. their 
own sacred convictions of the truth and begin to name the 
converts. Such have been long fighting for the name without 
making any use of it. We dont take a name, but give it. 
AIfthen those who contend for ‘Christian’ are sincere, Why do 
they not give it to the disciples? Why are they not consis- 
eo But perhaps this has not heretofore been suggested to 
them. 
Is not the naming of children a corrupt memorial of 
primitive practice? ‘But more of this again. 
_ All which is humbly and respectfully submitted to ‘the 
brethren, and the evangelists, and their seniors. | 


A BISHOP REFORMER. 
I send youa skeleton of one of my reforming discourses— 
« bishop reformer! 

The apostle says, a bishop must be ‘‘apé”’ or ‘‘fit lo 
‘sable by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 

insayer,”? 

“This,” say our lay bishops, ‘*means private teaching?” 
To this I have the following objections:— 
_- 1. The apostle does not say, ‘‘apt or fit to teach privately. ” 

As well might we say, justified by faith alone, when he says, | 
‘justified by faith.’ Privately is not in the text. 

2. But, adopting the word privately, let us look at some of 
the consequences. In this case, the person to’he elected to 
the eldership, must, anterior to his election, have taught the 
whole church privately! for, how could all the members vote, 
that he is apt to teach. unless they had all had a specimen of 
his gift; and, as he teaches not in public, it follows that this 
specimen must have been exhibited to them in rivate; if not, 
their vote is guess work—and mockery of a divine institu. 


tion. - Where is the man ‘who has thus taught the age) 
flock ? 
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8. Being elected, he must» continue to teach the church, 
the whole church; say of 200 members privately,—for he ia 
commanded to ‘* feed the flock,” ‘‘the church;”? and a shep- 
herd who would feed some dozen or so of the sheep ina flock — 
of 200, and leave the rest to starve would be a poor teacher 
and fit only to be turned out of business. Now, this teaching 
of the whole church privately, is not quite so reasonable, as 
to require a school master to teach 30 scholars at their own 
fire-side. Which is the easier, for 200 members to come to 
a stated piace, at a stated time, to be taught by the elder or 
elders, or for him or them to visit 200 members, to teach them? 
Is not the former one hundred times the more reasonable? 
‘Besides, let this private teacher undertake his work. Well, 
he visits. The man of the house is on his farm—or in his 
shop—or at his merchandize—or peradventure he is on a 
- journey. He of course cannot be taught privately. And 
the good woman, may not she be taught! She has, if at 
_ home, commenced a new garment—or the affairs of the 
kitchen must be seen too—or the child crics—or, just as the 
~ bishop gets under way with his lesson, some company makes 
a call—or, butitisendless. Do Idogmatize when I say that 
it is not by private teachers that the flock is to be fed? Public 
teachers, may, on fit occasions teach privately--ought to do 
it; but, if the flock is to be fed-exclusively, or mainly by pri- 
vate teachers, I tell you, it will-be a meagre flock. | 
. 4. If the church imposes upon one called an elder, the task 
Of feeding the flock by private teaching, it must remunerate 
him for his services. Proof—‘*The elders that rule well, 
. count worthy of double honor, especially they who labor in 
word and doctrine. For it is written thou shalt not muzzle 
the ox,” etc. 1 Tim. v.17. The phrase, ‘*Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox,” settles the meaning of the phrase, ‘Count 
worthy of double honor.” It means maintenance. If, then, 
the ‘‘Elders who rule well,’’ aresuch as cannot, and do not 
teach publicly, it follows that, nevertheless, if they rule well, 
‘they are to have an abundant maintenance. ‘The church, 
then, must on its part, stipulate to give this private teacher, an 
abundant maintenance; while he, on his part, stipulates to 
do the work of a private teacheror ruler. Wiilthe church do 
thist I am bold to say she will not—she ought not. If she 
hic, gives an abundant maintenance to her public laborers she 
will do well. But it is a notorious fact, and one that cries to 
heaven for reformation, that scores of elders have been ap- 
_ pointed, who, neither teach in public or in private—who 
Reither rule weld nor iJl—an order of men of which christiani- 
ty knows not one syllable. | | a 
| 5. Who does not know that public teaching is one of the 
“\ chief instruments of ruling? Itis, wielded ably, a tremen- 
dous instrument. It is the power of God unto salvation. It 
an instrument fearfully destructive, awfully deleterious 
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when perverted; and which of the gifts of God is not? And 


this has led many to fear it; and to substitute a non teaching, 
for a teaching eldership! | | 


That the text just referred to in Timothy, does not indicate. 


under the phrase ‘‘Elders that rule well,’* an eldership that 
did not, and could not teach publicly, I think certain from 


the fact, that Paul has declared that the elder, every elder, — 


must be ‘‘fit to teach,’? and as we have seen that private 
teaching, for several reasons, is not meant, it follows with the 


force of demonstration, that every elder must be fit to teach | 


publicly. The contrast is not between elders who could, and 


who could not teach publicly, but between-those who labored 


in public teaching constantly, making this supreme and the 
other duties of the office subordinate; and elders who taught 


in public occasionally, making ruling supreme, and teaching _ 


subordinate. 
6. And I say, that, not only should every elder be fit to 


teach publicly, but 1 can tell you.in what his fitness as a — 


teacher, should consist. He is the steward of God. He 
should certainly be so far advanced ina knowledge of the 


truth, as to be capable of instructing the people of his charge. 


Would you have a teacher of any of the sciences for your 
children, who is ignorant of that which you wish him to 
teach? Nay, do you not desire that.even the man who makes 
your boots should be a workman not having need to be 
ashamed? Is the soul the only thing which you are content 
to have bungled and cobbled? Your doctor must be a work- 
man, your lawyer must be a workman, your carpenter must 


«' bea workman, your ditch-digger must be master of his craft. 
Your bishop, he may bruise and mangle the king’s English, no - 


matter whether heisa workman ornot! Surely the children 


of this world are in their generations, wiser than the children | 
of light. Is it a fact that common sense obtains every where, — 


but in the christian religion? Once more, and I am done. 


‘sLet all things be done decently and in order.” Decency _ 
and order, then, is necessary in the teaching of the congre-— 


gation; and the man who cannot teach in public, in a decent 


and orderly manner, or so as that the people of his charge will © 


not and should not consider it decent and orderly, is not com- 
petent to the office of bishop! So, sir, decrees yours, _ 
In the bonds of love, A. RB. 


My son in the common faith, send on a second sermon on 
the same subject. The state of things is truly deplorable. 
-By cutting to the bottom of the wound, however, and laying 
open the disordered region, the whole disease may finally be 
medicated. We must be sincere, ingenuous, and patient. 
~The Lord give thee wisdom in all things. The Lord keep 

thee in all his ways. Wy 
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ARGUMENTS FOR “DISCIPLE” EXAMINED. 

1. It is more scriptural. This is the most potent argument. 
by far that has been offered in behalf of this word as a name. 
_ We ought to know then wherein its profound force lies. Well, 
for this we are at no loss; for we are told that it lies in the fol- 
lowing, namely: that ‘‘it occurs more frequently in scripture.” 
It follows on this plan of reasoning that Peter is more scrip- 
tural than James, because he has written more Epistles, and 
Paul more than both, and Satan more scriptural than all be- 
eause his name is found more frequeitly there. 
~@, It is urged that “the word of the Lord was to go forth 
from Jerusalem,”’ but Christian went forth from Antioch, 


therefore Christian is not the word of the Lord; this also is © 


very powerftil; but it provestoo much. Let us reason a little 
_ on this phrase. The word of the Lord was to go forth from 
_ Jerusalem, but the Kook of Revelations went forth from the 
Isle of Patmos, therefore the Book of Revelations is not the 
word of the Lord. But again, the word of the Lord was to 
goforth from Jerusalem, but none of the New Testament but 
one short fetter went forth from Jerusalem, therefore the New 


Testament is not the word of the Lord! This isanargument -... 3 


indeed! for it cleaves down not only the authority for ‘*Chris- 
tian,’’ but for almost all other matters in the New Testament, 
parts of which came forth from Rome, Greece, Asia Minor 
and the Islands of the sea. But observe the word disciple 


‘did not go forth from Jerusalem! But what was the word of | 


the Lord that was to go forth from Jerusalem. Peter informs 
us that it was the gospel.. ‘*This,”’ says he ‘‘is the word of 


the Lord which by the gospel is preached to you.” It was .-<2% 


the special gospel message that was to go forth from Jerusalem, 
‘and not all Christian matters. The apostles accordingly be- 

gan the gospel at Jerusalem. 

3. Again, ‘*‘Luke mentions ‘Christian’ only twice in one 

Book, namely: the Acts.” Tothis I answer, that Paul, Peter, 

James, John and Jude, never mention the word disciple at all, 

in twenty-one Books! How did thiscometopass? = 

4, It is agreed ‘‘that the apostles did not give each other 


- the name Christian.”’ Neither did they give to each other . 


the name disciples. What apostle ever addressed his fellow 
apostle by the name disciple? But every occasion is not 
suited to the mention of a Patronymic name. How often in 
a year do any of us call each other Americans? Perhaps not 


once; but are we on that account not Americans? Or is | 


‘‘American”’ not our proper patronymic? Leta foreigner ask 
usiand then you may judge. 

. 5. It is said that the name ‘‘Christian” was ‘‘a name of re- 
proach all over the Roman Empire.’? ._Hear what the enemies 


of Christ said to the blind man. ‘‘Thou art his disciple,’ = 


‘‘we are Moses disciples.”? There is this difference however 
between these words, namely: that if we be reproached for 
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the name Christian we ‘are commanded to glorify God on this’ 
account; if we be reproached for disciple there is no glorying 
6. It is asked, “If the name of the disciples were chang- 
ed?”? To this it may be answered, No; for till ** Christian” 
was given them they had no name but nicknames only like 
the professors of the modern world, who not being named 
Christian according to primitive practice, are exposed to all 
kinds of nicknames, and are called every thing from Papist 
to Mormon. ‘Their enemies styled them Nazarenes, Galli- 
leans, and men of this sect or of this way, which were not 
names but nicknames only, because not imposed by the au- 
thority of Christ, from whom we derive our true name. | 

7. But again. Itis urged that the followers of the Lord 
were martyred for ‘‘disciple”’ before they were martyred for 
‘‘Christian;”’? this is incorrect; it is not in all the divine record 
that a single one of them ever fell a martyr-to the name 
‘‘disciple.”? Paul, who went as deep into this matter as any 
other Jew, was commissioned to bind and bring to Jerusalem 
not all disciples of Christ, but ‘‘all who called upon the name 
of Jesus Christ.” Stephen was not slain as a disciple, but 
because his enemies were not able to resist the spirit by which 
-he spoke, and he died calling upon the name of the Lord, the - 
crime for which they ever afterwards among the Jews were 

ut to death. See C. Baptist, piece O., pages 50, 51, 52, 53. 
Written by the editor to prove this very thing. | re 

But it may be asked, Why did not the Holy Spirit name 


“~~ the congregation ‘Christian,’ while as yet she was in Judea 


and Jerusalem? It was among the decrees of God tat: his 
kingdom was to be taken from the Jews and given toa nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof. ‘Till this was done it was | 
unnecessary, but the crisis having arrived it became accord- 
ing to every idea of propriety indispensable that Christ should 
recognize what had occurred as having occurred by his 
authority. So soon therefore as a vast crowd of Gentiles were 
added to the Hellenist Jews, that formed the root and body. of 
the church at Antioch, this was done; and the union ofthe two 
peoples sealed forever by giving the twain one new name, 
‘the name Christian. And it came to pass that for a whole 
year they (Paul and Barnabas) assembled with the church, 
taught a great crowd and named first at Antioch the disciples 
The sanctuary was to be cleansed, after a certain long series 
of years 2300 days; this, it is supposed, will expire in 1847. 
To effect this five things are necessary. Ist. The Bible 
must put down buman creeds. 2d. The original gospel. must 
put out all corrupt gospels. 3d. The original name Chris- 


tan must cast out all human names. 4th. The original 


_ order of the church or her positive institutions must eject all 
the institutionsof men. And Sth. The perfectionof character 
6 | 
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developed in Christ must be taught and inculcated instead of | 
the party imperfection which every where abounds. Thus 
Christianity will be fonnd to consist in taking the Bible alone, 
making converts, naming them, putting them upon the eccle- 


_ siastical order of the church, and in calling them to perfection 


of behaviour in all their devotions to God and their duties to 


man. Finaily: let the reader imagine that all the great things 


whieh are said of the name ‘Christian’? were said of the 
word ‘‘disciple,”’ viz: that the brethren received it first at 
Antioch; that it was Paul and Barnabas who gave it to ihem; 
that it is the family name derived from Christ; that Paul had © 
said even to a Prince, that he would that not only he, but all 


_who heard him that day (the govenors and high estates pres- 


ent,) were notonly almost but altogether such ‘‘a digciple” ashe 


' . was; that James had called it the worthy name named upon — 


the brethren; and that Peter had exhorted the faithful when 
persecuted for the name ‘‘disciple”’ to glorify God on that 
account—I say, let the reader ask himself whether, if such 
things had been said of the word discinle, or any other word 
beside Christian, he would have presumed to call in question 
its authority as the name to be Santo pant the brethren? 


EVANGELISTS. 


We have been requested by a person of great respectability 
among us, to admonish the brethren touching their duties to 
Evangelists. It is supposed that they have been delinquent; 
and perhaps they have, but Evangelisis are as liable to fall 
into errors in this point.as are the people. They too frequent- 


ly hope that in this respect things will be as they would wish 


them to be, and as perhaps they ought'to oe. They promise 
themselves by far too much however, in their holy but difi- 
eult profession. They imagine too frequently that a very con- 
siderable sum is due them, and always that they ought to 


_ enjoy a competence atleast. They too frequently seta price _ 


upon their own inestimable labors and are grieved when this 
is not paid them. I never was able to reason in this way of 


the matter. I have ever thought the labors of a godly and 
- puecessful Evangelist above all price. Just think of one sou! 


redeemed. What a gift God bestows upon that man to whom 
he givesone soul to be eternally saved and glorified in the 
divine presence! All the golden sands of Africa are not to” 
be putin the balance with such a reward; pearls and precious 
stones, wealth and earthly honors, and all the comforts of the 
present life are trifles light asair when weighed with so 


inestimable a donation. Let Evangelists go out and stay out 
then, with the Christian desire upon their hearts, that souls = 


may .be given to them for their hire. | 
Let them, 28 Paul says, do the work of an Evangelist; let 
them endure hardship as good soldiers of the cross of Christ. 
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God is not unjust to forget them; but if they retire from the 
field under pretext of being unable to stand it, they deprive 
their master of all future opportunity of doing for them. I 
have known perhaps more than one, but certainly one, who 
abandoned the evangelical office under pretences which to 
me appeared of rather a doubtful character. He promised to 
resume the duties of his profession at some future period, but 
he got entangled with the business of life and is now no 
more. He had turned many souls to God and was rather a 
. remarkable man; butit is a dreadful thing to convert men to 
God, and afierwards abandon them, and by returning to the 
business and cares of life to discourage the hearts of the 
righteous and those who need our assistance in the good ways 
of God. Evangelists should remember that God trieth the 
hearts and reinsof the children of men, and that they them- 
selves are not exempt from this sort of management. Let 
them remember also that it is written, Blessed is the man who 
endureth trial; for, when he is tried he shall receive of the 
Lord a crown of life that fadeth not away. Now, I pray that. 
my readers may understand me to have written the above not 
for the purpose of making the duty of the brethren less, but 
| for the purpose of making the confidence of the Evangelist 
aygag® more. They that continue in their holy profession to the end 
shall have arich reward. They that be wise shall shine as © 
_ the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to 
| righteousness as the stars forever and ever. Let these things. 
then strengthen the hands of the brethren who labor in the . 
| word. Let such look to the end, the reward of all their toils 
and turn again with full purpose.of heart to the work of the 
“s.4. Lord. If they commit themselves in the confidence of prayer 
“~~. to God, if they seek God, God will be found of them; for if 
God has commanded all his = remember them, and to 
pay them, and to esteem them very highly for their work’s 
sake, will he himself abandon them in their trials! Surely 
no. O, then, you stars of God, be glad; here’s glory eternal 
at last. Peculiar honors await you. You are the heralds of 
the King of Kings; the elect among the elect;'the glorious 
among the glorified, W.S. 
TOUR IN KENTUCKY. | 
- We have just returned from a ten weeks’ tour through the 
counties of Madison, Clarke and Fayette, Ky. Of our old 
acqttaintances we had the pleasure of seeing meny; some, 
however, have fallen asleep in Christ, and have left behind 
them their good name alone, the excellent savor of a godly 
reputation. I do myself the pleasure of mentioning here, as 
being among those who rendered me most important services __ 
while laboring among them, the families of the Duncans, the 
-Harris’s, Irvins, Elmore, Embry, Collins, White, Steel, Stone 


Lipscomb, Williams. May the God and father of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ preserve such from all evil to his heavenly ap- 

Kentucky still retains and cherishes in her bosom many of 
her original settlers—fathers and mothers of society—fathers 


and mothers in Israel. I might name many others here, but 
_ I shall put down only a few, as the Boons and Bryants, the _ 


Winns and Grimes, the Bushes, and Jolinsons, and Mortons, 
and Jacksons, all which families are not more famous for the 


_ part they bore in the original settlement of the country than 


for their great piety towards God. Some holy women with 
whom we conversed numbered hundreds of descendants, and 
had ittosay that they had feared the Lord from their childhood. 
Kentucky may be emphatica!ly styled-the land of fine women. 
But I esteem it their chiefest happiness that all their other 


virtues are enshrined in halo of sincére picty. Never, while 
memory holds her seat, can I forget the pious conversation of 


some of the aged of these females. They are now full of 
ears, and are clothed with the veneration of Sarah or Anna, 


Their youth was spent amid the canebreaks. of their native 


State, where they lived years in constant dread of the toma- 
hawk and the scalping knife. Some of them have lost . 
brethren, sisters, children, parents, husbands and _ friends. 


_ They now show the depth of the impression which these facts 


in their history made upon their minds, by the eloquence which 
they display when reciting their ta'c of former years. One of 
these excellent creaiures, bending under the infirmities of 
more than eighty years, said to me one morning during a re-__ 
ligious conversation, Sir, I‘’am the mother of one hundred 

rand children, and of great grand children without number. 
Fave feared the Lord from my youth, from the age of four- 


teen years, and he will not forsake me nor forget me now that 


Iam become old. I have had the satisfaction of seeing all 
my chil’ren enter upon the good waysof God, many of their 
children have also followed the good example that has been 
set them, and are devoted members of the church of God. 
God has léft me with nothing to ask, for he has given me all 


that is requisite for life. I wait for the moment when he shall 


bid me join my husband who has gone before me. Here the 
saint faultered. The word husband brought along with it so 
many sacred recollections, that she could proceed no further; 
her spirit was overwhelmed. We wept together. After a 
little I was enabled to say, Mother, be glad. The stormy 
night is oftimes followed by golden day. See, the sun is up; 
last night was astormy night, but behold the sky is again 
cleat and we are again. admitted to enjoy life. My son, said 
she, life is but a winter day, ajourney to the tomb! AndI 
feel that the day is far spent, the night of death indeed draws 
near. But I wait patiently till my time comes. Mother, I 


-— Teplied, Anna was a devout woman, of your age, and the | 


Holy Spirit to her eternal honor, has recorded that she prayed _ 
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to God night and day. Son, said. she, your words comfort 
me. Ishall soon go hence and be no more. Dearest mother, — 


said I, laying my hand soothingly upon her shoulder, may the 
Lord bless you; may he comfort and support your declinin 


years; you are now like a shock of corn fully ripe, and G 


will shortly gather you into the granary of eternal life. May 


God bless you, may you descend into the tomb full of the con- | 


fidence of faith and hope. Again we wept and mutually 


sobbed farewell! farewell ! 


On quitting the house, I said to myself, Ah! this is the 
proper school for the heart. O that the world were full of 
such women! I would converse with them morning, noon, 
and night. It is the company of pious and holy women that 
imparts the highest sanctity to the soul and refreshes it with 
the love of God. As for men, I have like David, said in my 
haste, they are all deceivers. Whatever be the correctness of 
men’s sentiments their feelings are almost always wrong. They — 
are ever defiled with ambition, anger, deceit, hypocrisy, and 


‘so full of things earthly that they have no space in their 


hearts for things heavenly. They may do more of all that 
which is purely positive in religion, but they enjoy far less 
of that which is moral and spiritual than the other sex. 
There is a very fine church at Winchester, Clarke county. 
Brother A. Rains visits it twice a month for teaching purposes. 
The brethren were unanimous in their sentiments of respect 
fer the evangelical offices of this truly estimable man. They 
have just finished a large and commodious meeting-house, 
and are extremely desirous that laborers should visit them. 
During December and amid the snows and storms of that 
gloomy month, the congregation was visited by brother B. 
F. Hall, of the Lexington congregation. His. labors were 
crowned wiih eminent success, and he gave to the cause an . 
impetus that has operated with the happiest effect upon the 
progress of the church. The brethren informed me that the | 
visitof this worthy person would long be remembered in Win- 
chester. 
In Lexington where we had the pleasure of laboring a 
week with brother B. F. Hall, ten or twelve were added to 


the congregation, chiefly by the ardent and godly exhortations 


of this worthy and competent servant of Christ. Brother 
Hall feels deeply for the cause of his Master, and justly re- 
grets the unfruitfulness of many of our assemblies. In this 
we sympathize with him. Would to God we had thousands 
of such men as himself to take care of the poor flock of 
Christ among us, at present scattered abroad like sheep upon 


_ the mountains without a shepherd. 


We met with several very promising proclaimers of the 


word, who, if they apply themselves devoutly to the study of 


the scriptures will doubtless succeed to the utmost of their. 
" he study of the 
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word of God is assuredly indispensable in this matter, this is 
the infallible plan for making a man mighty before God in 
word and deed. I mention Clarke, Stivers, Foster, 

_. There is an error which I saw or thought I saw, in the 


course of my- travels, viz: that some of our brethren were 


very unduly attached to positive institutions, that is, they 
seemed to set a higher estimate upon them than they-did upon 
good works, deeds of charity, labors of love and purity of con- 
versation. This seems to me to be wholly wrong. The for- 
mation of character, the elevation and purification of our 
nature before God are above all positive institutions in obliga- 
tion. And the man who, having before his eyes the decision 
on this question given by our Lord, docs not understand it, 
must be blind indeed. ‘*Woe unto you Pharisees,” said the 


Redeemer, ‘ior you tythe mint, annise, and cummim, but- 


forget the weightier matters of the law, justice, mercy, and 
the love of God, these you ought to have done and not to 
have left the other undone.” 
_I know not, indeed I know not all many of our brethren 
mean when they speak about the superiority of positive ordi- 
bhances over moral precept, and consequently character and 
behaviour. Having the judgments of my Lord and Master to 
the contrary notwithstanding, and having read Bishop Butler, 
the first reasoner in the world perhaps, on this subject, | am 
wholly confounded when I see a Christian preacher arise for 
the purpose of recommending positive ordinances to the peo- 
ple. First impressions are apt to be permanent, and it be- 
comes therefore extremely hazardous, in my judgment, to at- 
tempt to make converts by speaking much of the ordinances 
and little of the principles and moral and religious duties of 
the gospel; and when addres:es of this nature are made to the 
brethren, the effect is still more to be dreaded. Not that I 
would in any instance encourage the disciples to neglect the 
ordinances of God’s house—these are to be attended to, but 
they ought never to leave the other unattended to. God de- 
sires mercy rather than sacrifice, and moral rectitude and the 
love of God in the heart rather than a formal attendanee upon 


the positive institutions of his religion. But the scriptures are 


fulfilled in these latter days—men have the form but deny the 
power of godliness; they profess.to love God, but in their 
works they deny him. 
_ In Lexington we had repeated interviews with our worthy 


and venerable brother, Dr. James Fishback. He even aitend- 


ed our meetings, and was induced to favor the brethren twice 
with an exhortation. No one,I presume, evercalled in ques- 
tion his powers of oratory; and his exhortations were of the 
true stamp. He is truly a master of assemblies, and an admi- 
rable speaker. I regret, exceedingly, that any thing should 
have occurred to stumble soestimableateacher.. Dr. Fishback 


js @ pious man, and mest charitable and humane witha]. It 
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can never, it will never, be known to men, how much the 
reformation owes to this great man, but I know well that a 
vast deal more is due to him than many would be willing to 
allow. His philosophy of the human mind, and discourses 
on faith form one of the most admirable and valuable books in 
the English language. The most tender regard is due to the 


age, even as the highest respect is due to the intellectual, mo- 


ral, and religious qualities of this person. To my heartit is a 
luxury of the highest nature to honor such a man, to smooth 
his path into society, and to console his march downward to 
the tomb. Dr. Fishback may have his faults, but [ do not 


know them, and | do not care to know them. - They are far 


outshone by his many virtues. | 


I saw many sad deficienciesinthechurches. But they are,. 


I verily believe, attributable chiefly to this fact, this deplora- 
ble fact, that there are no teachers, no competent teachers. 
Our flocks are without shepherds—there is no man to care for 
them. My soul was sick nigh unto death for the people of 
God. What shall we do? How shall teachers be multiplied? 
O that the husbandman would send more laborers into his har- 
vest field?) The brethren,in my judgment, ought to make spe- 
cial prayer meetings on this subject, and entreat God our 
heavenly Father, tohave mercy upon his people in this point, 


and send more shepherds to feed and nourish and cherish his 
poor flock who droop and die for lack of care. Dear people, — 


when [ look at you in your present scattered condition, my 


heart bleeds. Nor can I help saying, Lord Jesus, come quickly. 


Can no method be devised for multiplying the laborers? Can 
we no! increase the number of shepherds! For this method 
of putting the flock of Christ into the hands of incompetent 
men—men who all the days of their lives have been full of 


trade and commerce and the business of the world, is mon-. 


strous in itself, and, in its results to the cause and the brethren, 
most devoutly to be deprecawed. Begone, you shepherds, 
who care not for your flocks. | ) | 

Touching our improvement of the ordinance of psalmody, 


: the disciples everywhere, we are happy to Say, entered into it — 
with all possible readiness; but this is too ponderous.a matter 


to be perfected in a day. | W. Scorr. | 


WHAT IS CIVILIZATION? 


Dear Sir:—In a former number of the Evangelist, you 
asked me to answer the question which forms the heading to 
this letter. I find the task is difficult, but with Guizott before 
me, I will endeavor te submit a satisfactory answer. EF will 


begin by endeavoring to find what Civilization is not, and if - 
we can succeed in doing this, I think perhaps, that we. may 
finally find whatitis. ist. We will imagine a people whosa | a 
outward circumstances are agreeable. Justice isadministeyed =. | 
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fairly; they have few hardships; in a word, their physical ex- 
‘istence is happily regulated, but with all this, the mind and 
energies of this people is kept in a state of torpidity, and no-- 
thing employs their. minds but Physical happiness. 2d. Let 
us imagine a people who are not so mueh favored in their out- 
ward circumstances as the former; they have a few notions of 
religion and morality; but no principle of Liberty; and the 
character of their moral life is at astand. 3d. We will ima- 
gine a people among whom there is a great deal of personal 
liberty, the whole power is in the hands of the rich; the poor 
and weak are oppressed, afflicted, and treated as slaves; the 
desire for much power employs the minds of the rich, and 
freedom that of the poor; violence is the ruling character of 
society. 4th. Let us suppose a people that enjoys the widest’ 
extent of liberty; every one does as he likes and scarcely dif- 
fers in power from his neighbor; but little society; men here 
exercise no influence over each: other; one trying to make him- 
self master of another; they leave no traces of their existence; 
such is the condition of many tribes of savages. Now let me > 
ask if there is any thing like Civilization among these? We 
are all at once ready to answer, there isnot. We have now 
ascertained to some extent what Civilization is not; and we 
sliall endeavor to discover what it is. We have found that it 
is not Barbarism, it perhaps includes the reverse. | 
will again ask, ** What is Civilization?”? Let Guizott. 
- answer: he says, ‘‘it seems that the first idea comprised in the 
_word Civilization is the notion of progress, of development.”’ 
Now, what is this progress and this development? in this is 
the great difficulty. The first notion that strikes us in pro- 
nouncing it, is the progress of society, the amelioration of the 
social state; but you will say this is not all, the word Civiliza- 
tion has a more extensive meaning than this,—it comprehends 
something more extensive than social power and well, being. 
If we looka little.deeper, we discover, besides the progress 
and amelioration of social life, another development in our no- 
tion of Civilization, viz: the development of ifidividual life, 
the development of the human mind and its faculties; the de- 
velopment of man himself. Wherever literature, art, and 
science attain to perfection, and are displayed in their full 
lustre, there man recognizes and delights in Civilization. We 
see that, (as I said in my former piece,) it comprises two ele- 
menis, viz: the progress of society and the progress of indivi- 
duals, the amelioration of the social system aud the expansion 
ofthe mind and faculties of man. If 1 have now given a sat- 
isfactory answer to your question, you may, if you please, pro- 
ound another, andif I can give a full answer toit, I will; and 
if not, I will do the best I can. Whatever mistakes you 
may find in this, you will please to correct. Se RP Ags 
I am yours with much respect, JUVENIS. 
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replied to, if permitted, if we appeared in An 


‘OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 
| LETTERS. 


The following letter from our highly esteemed brother in the 


~ faith J. T. Johnson, will be read with interest by the brethren. 


W.S. 


Dear’ Brotuer Scott:—I reached home a few evenings 
past, having been engaged with brother Moss, for five weeks, 
day and night, in proclaiming the soul inspiring truths of the 
Bible, connected with the ancient gospel. ‘Ihe fields of our 
labor were Dover, Minerva, Germantown, Augusta and the 
neighborhood of Flag Spring, in Campbell county. We had 
a most glorious time, and about 120 additions to this, the best 


of all causes advocated by mortal man. Eighty of these were 


obtained at good old Germantown, in Mason county. It only 
remains for the brethren to be true to themselves and the 
cause we plead to secure the most unexampled triumph. 
You are aware that the Methodist College is located at Au- 
gusta. As this place lay in our way, and being solicited by 
our friends we resolved to spend a few days at this.point. 


Various rumors reached us while we were at Germantown. 


It was suggested that we were afraid to plead this cause in 
Augusta. It was whispered that there might be efforts to 
open the Methodist meeting-house to us, provided we would 
admit of a reply. Again it was remarked that we would be 
gusta. No 
meeting-lhouses were opened tous. But, thanks be to the 


Lord, a most commodious building, formerly the court house, 


but now belonging to a private citizen, was most courteously | 


and kindly granted us at the request of our friends, To that 
gentleman we feel under great obligations for his kindness. 

_ We were met at the very. commencement by Messrs. 
McCown and Watt—the first, the Professor of Languages in 
Augusta College, and a preacher of that order; the latter a 


Presbyterian preacher, recently of Virginia. The first en- 
countered brother Moss, and the latter myself. Mr. Watt 
and myself. deSated several rounds on the subjects of creeds, — 
baptism and the operation of the Spirit in conversion, when 
we suspended by mutual consent. During the same period a- 


debate was kept uj at night, between Mr. McCown and bro. 


Moss, upon the operation of the Spirit. This debate was con- 


tinued until Mr. McCown considered that his College duties 
were imperious and called for his undivided attention. He 
then proposed, if agreeable to brother Moss,that Mr. Watt 
should continue the debate. This was acceded to, and thus 


it was prolonged for seveal days. As scon as the debate 
closed, the parties-and their friends withdrew. We continu- | 
ed open doors whilst theirs were closed. This speaks volumes — 
in favor of the truth. If I recollect rightly, we obtained 11 


confessions in Augusta—convinced many of the truth for 
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which we plead—and rallied upwards of 20: members who © } 
are resolved to act together as a congregation of the Lord upon 
the Bible alone. Brother J. Holton will act as their Bishop; 
and he is not only worthy of the station, as you know; but he 
can sustain the cause, no matter by whom opposed. We ) 
have now:some able defenders.of the truth in Augusta, who 
are able to cope wilh anyof ouropponents. Wehave friends 
amongst the Metnodists—and brother Moss immersed some 
‘of them after I left, notwithstanding the opposition both pub- 
lic and private. WhatI have most seriously to complain of is 
this—while we are treated as unworthy of christian regard, ~ 
they use all their influence to retain those very members 
whose faith accords with ours. This to me squints towards 
insincerity. If they close doors against us, it seems to me that 
they should even exclude those who agree with us. Where- 
ever this cause is plead there is an evident shaking amongst the 
sects. Their only safety, in my judgment, is in closing their 
eyes and stopping their ears. What an awful account have 
the prominent men tosettle, who are warring against a union 
_of Christians! I cannot close without expressing the best 
feelings of my heart for the citizens of Augusta, for their 
kind and respectable treagyment. More especially for the hos- | 
pitality which I received at the hands of Mr. McCown. If sg 
the Lord spares.me I expect shortly to visit Augusta and lend ; 
our friends a helping hand again. I almost forgot to name 
that two points were granted of vast importance. I had 
urged, that baplizo-never had been, to my knowledge, trans- 
slated ‘‘sprinkle or powr,” by any scholar who had a character 
to lose; and that baptism was a means and seal of pardon 
when administered to real penitents. The first position re- — | 
mained uncontroverted by-.either of the gentleman. Whilst 
upon the latter, Mr. McCown: asserted publicly, that it had _ 
been a doctrine of the Methodist Episcopa: church for a 100. 
years; and read from Mr. Wesley _in proof of the position. 
This is a great point gained from headquarters. It was how- 
ever observed by him, whilst he admitted, that the expres- 
sions *‘born of water,’’ and ‘‘washing of regeneration,” 

were allusions to baptism, that he preferred sprinkling and 

- pouring as baptism, because the spirit was said to be poured 
out and the blood of Christ is said to be sprinkled. This was. - 
a candid confession, and if all weré equally candid, the 
subject would soon be disposed of. : When shall we see 
you in Kentucky again? I should be rejoiced to take you by 
the hand. I am very anxious to say something in favor of 
sustaining Evangelists liberally; but | have no time to night, 
So most affectionately farewell. May the Lord smile on you | 
and yours, J. T. Jounson, 
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Broraer ScotT,—I have just finished reading the first No. 
of the Evangelist for the year 1840, and [{ cannot withhold my 
approbation of its contents, especially your essays on Perfec- 


tion; the style, matter, and spirit of,which are soconsonant. 


with my views and so much needed by the members of the 
Church of Christ around me, that I cannot but say, brother, 
goon. Great attainments have been made by the brethren 
in divesting the word of God from the traditions of men. Ins 
deed, the ramparts have been stormed, but the citadel is not 
fully oceupied. We greatly need, and must have more piety, 
more devotion, more heavenly-minaedness, before the Gospel 
of Christ has its legitimate influence upon the world. I am 
glad tosee that the editors of our publications generally have 
determined to,insist on a greater degree of Christian perfection, 


and are encouraging the brethren to grow up to the perfect 


stature of the fullness of Christ. I hope you will continue 
those essays, and press the brethren not only to read, but to 


practice, the words of eternal life, and that their ‘“*Conversa- 


tion may be only as becomes the Gospel! of Christ.” - 


Brother L. L. Pinkerton is here as a practicing physician, 
and I have no doubt he-willdo well. This change has grown . 
out of the necessity of the case. The brethren are not ye 
willing to give of their substance to the support of an Evange- 


list. Consequently, thechurch (toa great extent) has lost the 


labors of one of her most useful proclaimers. Brother Pinker- 
ton will nevertheless continue to labor as much as he can con- 
sistently with his profession asa physician. The work is dear 
to his heart, and nothing short of a needs be, has caused him 
to act ashe hasdone. I thinkif the brethren knew all, they 
would say he has acted right. bets : 
We have nothing new to say to you in relation to the con- 
gregation here, and although we are not rapidly increasing in 
numbers, we are at least increasing in grace and peace. 
Cannot you visit us the ensuing spring orsummer?t — 
You will receive this from one that is a stranger to you in 
Yours in the bonds of peace, James Pomeroy. 


Betovep Brotuer,—No person can more sincerely regret 
the retreat of our brother Dr. L. Pinkerton, from the field of 
labor than I do, because none,I presume, have had a fairer 
opportunity of ascertaining his numerous capabilities for the — 
work of the Lord than I have had. Iwould gladly recom- 
mend to the brethren the necessity of their taking care of 
their Evangelists; but, dear brother, [ think it still more ne- 
cessary that our Evangelists themselves reflect upen the 
sacred nature of the obligations they incur when they enter 
the field of evangelical labor. I can find no apology for any 


- capable person’s retiring from the work of the Lord. Isit — 


possible that he that feeds the ravens will not feed his choice 
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of in your letter, most respected brother, return 


the Lord his God, who made heaven and earth and allthat in > 
them is; who keepeth truth forever, who satisfieth the thirsty | 
soul, and who will in no wise abandon his saints. 

affectionately, W. Scort. 


Brother Penjamin F. Hall has gone to Louisville to hold a 
| protracted meeting in company with our respected brother 
| llis, of the congregation there. | 


| There has been a very great religious excitement in Cincin- 
nati. The Methodists have received, itis reported, about 700 
. - converts; our brethren abcut 200; Mr. Lynd’s Church 150; 
and the New School Presbyterians from 60 10 100. ‘The preach- 
ers who have been in successive attendance in Sycamore-st. 
meeting-house are Erothers Challen, Burnet, Jameson, Thomp- 
son, New, Ricketts, and Moss, and at present brother New 
again. The meeting still continues and promises good things. 
But brothers Challen, Ricketts, Thompson, and Moss have 
had to bear the burden and heat of the day. WW oie 


We could name a church in which the sisterhood are in the 
habit of assembling once a week at the house of one of the 
Deaconesses 10 sew and make garments for the poorand 
needy; but to name the church is wholly unnecessary andit® o *® 
might be improper asI mention it merely to recommend the 
charitable custom to the sisters of other churches, that they 
also may be fruitful in good works and aaorn their holy pro- 
fession by deeds oflove and benevolence; for if we excel others 
in our views of divine truth, it is but reasonable that we should | 
excel them in righteousness also. a 


THE EVANGELIST. 


iia: Our subscribers have in a good measure responded to our 
» ete call, and have, by their attention to che Evangelist, consider- 
—» __—_. ably increased our list. We take this opportunity of returning 
al them our thanks, and of requesting them once more to render us 
further assistance, if possible, by sending us an additional sub- 
scriber each. Any one desiring to act as an agent of the 
Evangelist will please inform us, and we will record his name 


as such. | W. Scort. 


72 THE EVANGELIST 
men, en etars of hiskingdom. Is the creator and owner of . 
all worlds unable or is he unwilling to spread a table for the ' 
teachets of righteousness in the earth? Let the estimable ; 
to the office for which he 1s so admirably fitted, and trust in | 
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RECEIPTS. 


Edward Campbell, and T. Price, Hopkinsville Ky. paid for 1840; 
T. F. Johnsoa, Georgetown Ky. paid 13839; A. H. Rose}, brother Moore, 
Sidney S. Grimes, Lewis Grimes, Z. Poindexter, ‘Thomas Faulconer and 
Ratclitf Fisher, Atheas Ky, paid vol. 8; ‘Thomas Richurdso. and 
Elinore, Richmoal Ky. paid 1349; Eldar Elliot, Franklin N. paid 
1839-4); Mrs. Bickham, Cincinaati O. paid 1839; Geroze Rice, do. 
paid 1833-39; Josaph tHferbart, Coansilsville, paid vol. 8; ‘Thomas J. 


Latham, Mr. M. J. W. Burgess, Pantego N. C. paid 1840; James 


McCord, Georga ‘Tait, Cincinnati O, paid 1839; brother Jones, Carthage 
Ohio paid 184); Andrew Jackson, Cheviot O, paid vol. 8; Jonas Yoder, 
Utica la. paid 1839; Joho H. Harrison, Vienna Ta. paid Gospel Re- 
siored and Evangelist, 1737-38; Joel Collins, Oxford Ohio paid 1840; 
C. Forward paid 1833, Wm. Filson, 1839-40, and Miller ‘I'relwell, 


paid 1840, Somerset Pa. and Hermoa Husband, Centreville Pa. all paid. 
by brother W. H. Postlethwait; Lydia Nye and Phebe Davis, Chauncy 
P.O. O. paid 1839 by Jewell Davis, Salisbury, P.O.; D. Milton, Z.: 


Grew, John Hodges, Samuel Brown, Mrs. E. Gore, and brother H. Kd- 


wards, pa'd 1833-39, and Wm. Kaha, padd 1838-39-49, Bloomfield, 


Ky. and Wader EK. Brown, Dublin Ky. paid 1838-39, by Haden Edwards; 
Samael Cox, Beeler’s Stations Marshall co. Va. paid 1840; John M. 
Holtoa, Minerva, Mason eo. Ky. paid '840; Dr. Lawsons Cin. paid 1840; 


George Fell, Vernon O, paid 1810; Christopher Wilson, Fairfield La. 


paid (849-41; William Diniel, Todd co. Ky, paid 1849; dear ant ve- 
nerable brother, the Lord bless you. Agcept my kiadest regard, W. S. 


Willis Johnson, and C. W. Martin, Mason N. H. pared 1840; brother — 


Brooking, Richmond, Mad. co. Ky. paid 6,7,8; Thomas Irvin, Rich- 
mond, Mad. paid 39, 40; Nancy Irvin, paid 39, 40; Willian Hieatte, 
paid 184; Esq. Elmore, paid 1810; D. Winn, ‘Thomas Prather, Jacob 


Emery, 39,. 40; Sidney Grimes; paid 40; Thomas Hays, Lewis 
Grimes, Winchester Clarke co. Samuel Wheeler, Janes Mullins, 18359; - 


~P.- Jv Quisenberry, paid vols. 7,8; S. A. Elkin, paid 39, 40; John 
Mare, paid vols. 7, 8, Nickolasville, Jessamine co, Ky.; brother Me- 


Carty sen. Ludiew’s, Campbell co. Ky. paid vol. 7; W. Seott, paid $5 
on Richmoas subscription; G. P. Street, Cadiz, Ky. paid vol. 7 and 8, 
by D. B. Carson; sister Polly Oviatt, Hudsoa Ohio, paid vol. 7, by Eld. 
A. Bently; John Miller, Bellefontaine, Logan co, Ohio, paid vol. 7, by 


A. Crihfield; Dr. ‘Mifomas Bell, Louisville Ky. paid vol. 6 and 7; H. 


Pimothy Bargess, Pantego N.C. paid vols. 6 and 7; Joho MeCammon, 


Ekert, Trenton O.‘paid 184). 


Goollay, Daaville Mercerco. Ky. paid for 1839; Thos. J. Latham anid 


Carthage O. paid 1840; brother Robert Gardiner, Carthage O. paid 
1839; Amos Moore, paid 1849; Mrs. Maria Dimmiit, Germantown Ky. 


paid $3 for 1839 and 49, per Robert Dimmitt; Platt Kennedy, Dry - 


Creek, Campbell co. Ky. paid $2; Thomas Richurdson, Richmond, 
_Madisoneo. Ky. paid 1840; George Mc Mannis, John Vandervort, Jonah 


Vandervort, Alexander Jennings, [saac Strickle, paid 183%; Morris R. 


Chew, Martinsville O. paid 1839; Danie! Orange, Edward co, Ia. paid 
vo!. 7; Mrs. Catharine A, Gale, Cincinnati O. paid vol. 8; Augustus 


NEW AGENTS. 


Brather William Philson, Somerset, Somerset co. Pa. 
Henry B. Brown, Lancaster, Ky. | 
A. G. Poston, Winchester, Ky. 


| 


We would inform those who have written for the Gospel Restored that 


the edition is sold out. We will print a new edition shortly, and sell it 


bound at $1,00 per copy. 


The New Hymn Book to be had at Morgan & Co., Book-_. 


pellers, Main street, below Fourth, Ciucinnati. At Hatch & 


_ Kentucky. 


Mitchel’s, Georgetown, Ky., at Win. Poindexter’s, Lexington, 
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